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Presents:



A documentary by Bat-dor Ojalvo, Gal Goffer and Yoav Leshem

The son of Brooklyn's most-followed, admired and controversial Rabbi is excommunicated and he is out to clear his name. He
and other runaway kids share their stories of the isolated cult his father established.



SYNOPSYS

Extraordinary film based in the Breslov Hasidic 

community in Yavniel, Israel.

The community was founded in the 1980s and led 

by charismatic leader Rabbi Schik, also known as 

Mohorosh, who was based in Brooklyn, New York. 

A controversial figure, Mohorosh welcomed 

'repentant' Jews who were seeking a sense of 

community in Yavniel. These could be Jewish 

people who had lost their faith, committed crimes 

or simply wanted to live a Breslov Hasidic life with 

Mohorosh as their spiritual leader.

With a school, a kindergarten, a synagogue, a huge 

kitchen where the community could eat together 

and houses built by the community themselves, it 

was funded by selling holy books and fundraising, 

and led spiritually by Mohorosh, who largely 

remained in Brooklyn. However, when Mohorosh

died, it emerged that he had left two wills – one 

leaving leadership of the community and a huge 

fortune to his son Moishi, and the other benefiting 

a group of self-selected community leaders.

As a huge fight over his inheritance rages and the 

community is left without their spiritual leader, 

stories begin to emerge of a hidden criminal 

organization which was extorting millions of dollars, 

as well as violence, sexual abuse and underage 

marriages.

Moishi and a number of survivors decided to break 

the silence, to leave the community and to tell this 

extraordinary story to director Bat-dor Ojalvo, who 

spent years earning their trust. Uniquely, she also 

gained access to some of the community who 

continue to live according to Mohorosh’s teachings.

With incredible archives and home movies from 

Yavniel, the film was shot in both Yavniel and 

Brooklyn.



DIRECTOR

Bat-Dor Ojalvo

Showrunner, director and developer of major 

envelop pushing documentary programs that have 

aired on Israeli broadcast channels.

Predominant shows: 

The Dinner of a Lifetime, 6 episodes, Spanish 

docuseries format adaptation – Kan, Ch.11, public 

channel. Director, 2023.

Born On, 5 episodes, Nordic docuseries format 

adaptation – Kan, Ch.11, public channel. Director, 

2021.

The Silence Connection, 7 episodes, activist 

docuseries – Reshet, Ch.13 – director & content 

editor, 2018

Blues, 6 episodes documentary. Keshet, Ch.12 –

director & format creator, 2016. Purchased by 

Netflix. 

Connected, factual series. Hot3 (Cables), 2012-13 –

director & editor. Connected is an original Israeli tv 

format that was multi-territory adapted and also 

won the Israeli Academy Awards.

EDITOR

Gal Goffer 

Gal is one of the leading editors in Israel.

A graduate of Tel Aviv University's Department of 

Film, Gal is responsible for some of the most 

successful and important docu-series made in Israel

such as:

512 - The People Vs. Abergil, the most successful 

documentary of KAN Israeli Public Broadcasting 

Corp

Lebanon - Borders of Blood, a 5-episode docu-

series, winner of Israel Best Documentary & Best 

Editor 2020

Shadow of Truth, a 4-episode true crime docu-

series, Winner of Israel Best Documentary & Best 

Editor 2017, Purchased by Netflix.

With 20 years of experience, Gal specializes in 

documentary storytelling and most often co-writes 

the script from the early stages of production.

Gal also serves as editor and script consultant on 

various documentary projects.

PRODUCER

Yoav Leshem

Film and television producer. Founder of Beyond 

Creative prodco that focuses on documentary films 

and series, emphasizing social values and impact.

Prominent productions include:

King David Documentary film 60 min, HOT 8, 

Directors: Robby Elmaliah, Amir Ben David, 2023 

Generation 1.5 Documentary series, 3 eps x 50 min,  

KAN Israeli Public Broadcasting Corp, Director: Roman 

Shumonov, 2022

The Last League Documentary series, 2 seasons, 10 

eps x 40 min. KAN Israeli Public Broadcasting Corp, 

Director: Robi Elmaliach, 2019-2022

Honorable Man Documentary film 75 min, HOT 8 , 

DocAviv Festival, Director: Roni Aboulafia, 2020 

Rabenu (Our Rabbi) Documentary series, 4 eps x 50 

min, KAN Israeli Public Broadcasting Corp, Director: Ori 

Gruder, 2020

Storiez Documentary series, 4 eps x 42 min, KAN Israeli 

Public Broadcasting Corp, Director: July Shlez, 2020

Hidden Face Documentary film 52 min, KAN Israeli 

Public Broadcasting Corp, Director: Eyal Datz, 2018

BIOGRAPHY AND FILMOGRAPHY OF THE FILM CREATORS



The film's story originated from another story I 

heard about. I met a little girl who shared her abuse 

story with me, I got the feeling that there was a 

bigger story hidden in there. I still had no idea to 

what depths I was going to dive. I felt called to the 

flag.

After seeing her pain something in me had to tell 

the story. From this girl I got to another one and 

another one and another one, and out of this sense 

of obligation towards those victims I started this 

whole path.

The story evolves in many layers and involves a 

variety of people from different sides of the fence, 

who despise each other, who speak against each 

other, it requires patience and sensibility to depict 

this complex image.

I made two rules for myself:  1. I am committed to 

the victims 2. I have to establish what is true and 

what's not 

My presence with what it entails is also significant. I 

am a secular woman from a secular background. 

My entire world: childhood, agenda, choices are 

completely different to the people I came to 

document.

All the people I sat in front of are from ultra-

orthodox background. When I got in front of them 

it was important to me that they knew my 

background, I did not pretend. I could wear a skirt 

to respect them but I did not pretend for a moment 

that this was my world view. 

I had another agreement with all the collaborators 

in the film. I promised everyone I interviewed that I 

will bring all sides of the story, that they would not 

be alone. And secondly, that I will not edit them 

wrongly, taking them out of context. That is why 

when interviewees give their sometime illegal 

perception of reality, I kept their words verbatim. I 

believe there was something in this process and 

this honesty that allowed us to bring the story to its 

fullest.

I walked into their world with genuine curiosity to 

hear how they came to be, under the proposition 

they are not BAD people. They are people of faith; 

they have complete faith in their mentor and his 

judgments and I am there to listen to their 

convictions to the end.

DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT 



Beyond Creative is an Israeli media production company with an explicit aim to promote 
effective and efficient social change. Our vision is to apply the visual communication 
medium to social policy challenges, thereby increasing public awareness of the issues and 
catalyzing change for the public good.
https://www.beyondcreative-il.com/

THE PRODUCTION COMPANY:

Credits and Crew

90 min film / 3 eps X 60 min, HD, Color

Israel / Brooklyn 2023

Languages: Hebrew, English, Yiddish

Creators: Bat-dor Ojalvo, Gal Goffer, Yoav Leshem

Director of Photography: Avner Shahaf

Cinematographer: Or Even Tov

Original Music: Asher Goldschmidt

Sound Design: Aviv Aldema

Research: Yael Silman

Line Producer: Guy Barak

Post Production Producer: Idit Kliger

Animation: Michael (Mysh) Rozanov

Title Design and Graphics: Arik Weiss

Color-Grading: Aharon Peer, Assaf Arviv

Executive Producers: Yair Sklan, Pilar de Posadas, Alan Hayling, Alex Cooke

Editor: Gal Goffer

Producer: Yoav Leshem

Director: Bat-dor Ojalvo

https://www.beyondcreative-il.com/


FILM REVIEW > For the full review

https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/rebekah-vardy-jehovahs-witnesses-and-me-review-vardy-bears-witness-to-her-childhood-trauma-hzg3jmn6m


INTERVIEW WITH DIRECTOR BAT-DOR OJALVO:
ISRAEL MEDIA
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> Read online

https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2023-03-30/ty-article-magazine/.highlight/the-docuseries-uncovering-a-homegrown-israeli-cult/00000187-2dce-db91-adcf-3fdf76290000
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INTERVIEWS WITH DIRECTOR BAT-DOR OJALVO:
UK MEDIA

> Read full interview > Read full interview

https://www.thejc.com/life-and-culture/all/name-of-the-father-new-film-on-sins-of-a-charedi-cult-leader-shown-on-bbc-3DIUDULfoIMVXGApT7WxXN
https://www.jewishnews.co.uk/the-doc-that-shocked-israel/


For over 40 years Israel authorities have closed 

their eyes to the atrocities that takes place in 

Yavniel (Israel) orthodox Hasidic community: 

Underage marriages, multiple sexual assaults, 

incest, violent reprisals, and pedophilia.

With extraordinary access to and archive footage 

from one of the most silenced communities based 

in Israel with a leader based in Brooklyn in the US, 

this film reveals the scandal that erupted when the 

Rabbi who established and led the community died. 

Inheritance battles and across the board human 

rights violations.

These wrongdoings continue to exist today. 

The series creators are committed to create social 

change and disrupt these ongoing misconducts. 

These pledges were also made to the contributors 

to the film. 

Israel: Series Impact 
Since launching the impact campaign this was 

achieved: 

Government level - established connections with: 

Ministry of Labor, Social Affairs and Social Services, 

The Office of the State Attorney, Education, Health, 

as well as liaising with policymakers to review 

legislation opportunities

Police – high ranked interdisciplinary team was set 

and linked to other authorities: state attorney and 

social affairs. We keep a close eye on their progress 

Nonprofit organization – we engaged with many 

orthodox crime/sexual victims' organization and 

secured the best collaborator. Together we now 

offer immediate help and treatment to the cult 

survivors. Secondly, we are working on a prevention 

and safeguard designed plan joining together a 

nonprofit and local representative of the Ministry of 

Education.  

Individual assistance – beyond treatments we 

helped contributors personally with their wishes to 

get education, driving license etc.   

Influencers - we held a pre-premiere screening 

inviting ultraorthodox influencers, from Rabbis to 

lawyers, therapist and other professionals that later 

conveyed our stories to their followers. 

IMPACT CAMPAIGN

IMPACT campaign produced as part of IMPACT Lab

by CoPro - Israeli Content Marketing Foundation

Gesher Multicultural Film Fund and the New Fund 

for Cinema and Television (NFCT)



CONTACTS

World Sales
Autlook Filmsales

Spittelberggasse 3/14

1070 Wien | Austria

+43 670 2087881

welcome@autlookfilms.com

Production
Beyond Creative

13 Rothschild Blvd

Tel Aviv 6688116 | Israel

+972 3 3733274

CEO

Yoav Leshem

yoav@beyondcreative-il.com

Impact producer

Merav Schiffmann

meravshifman@gmail.com

mailto:welcome@autlookfilms.com
mailto:yoav@beyondcreative-il.com
mailto:meravshifman@gmail.com
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