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Short synopsis

A Jewish teenager and an injured soldier join a doomed plot to kill Hitler. They face almost
certain death, yet luck and love shine upon them as they outwit Nazi terror and become the
first couple married in post-war Berlin.

Medium synopsis

As a teenager in Nazi Germany, Jutta is shocked to discover she is Jewish. She joins the German
resistance and meets Helmuth, an injured soldier. The two become sweethearts and co-
conspirators in the Valkyrie plot to assassinate Hitler.

Surviving Hitler: A Love Story is a harrowing tale of war, resistance and survival. At the center of
the documentary is a love story for the ages, original 8mm footage (shot by Helmuth) and,
miraculously, a happy ending. ©Jay Rosenblatt

Technical factsheet

producer/director John-Keith Wasson

editor Carla Gutierrez

cinematography Helmuth Cords, Fortunato Procopio, John-Keith Wasson, Charlie
Wuppermann

original score Walter Koerte

sound mix Dan Lumiere

executive producer John H Wasson

special thanks Robert Markowitz

partial funding provided by Lynn and Jules Kroll fund for Jewish Documentary Film

Original TRT: 65:40
One Hour TRT: 55:58
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Biography of the Director

John-Keith Wasson graduated from Dartmouth College and the London Film School. He has worked
predominantly as a cinematographer. His shooting credits include the award-winning documentary “The
Devil Came on Horseback.”

In 2007, John-Keith met Jutta. She shared with him the details from her life and eventually trusted him
with her home movies and love letters.

This is John-Keith’s directorial debut.
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@he Herald-Sun

‘Surviving Hitler: A Love Story’
is a lesson in German resistance

The love story of Jutta and Helmauth is truly
one for the ages. A youag womsan mects a
young man at a dance in 1934. She finds out
she is Jewish as the Nazis comtrolling
Germamy begim their diabolical plam. When
the couple meet again years later, he is a soldier im the German Armoy who becomes
imvolved in the Valkyrie plot 1o assassinate Hitler.,

What are their chances of surviving World War [1? Such is the story of the documentary
*Surviving Hitler: A Love Story.”

Pull Frame Docamentary Film Festival will host the world premiere of the film by
director and producer John-Keith Wasson today.

Jutta sorves as the narrator over archival flm footage and photograghs from the time.
Helmuth's letters from war in Russia are read. She discusses her family’s imvolvement in
the German resistance and their harboring of a fegitive. Evestually they are all asvestod
by the Nazi Gestapo, Jutts after she goes to the beadguarters berself inquiring about her
parents,

“Surviving Hither: A Love Story™ s more than et a love story, as & inchades first-person
storytelling of the German resistance, a point not oftem heard, That's one reason Jutts
thought it was important 1o share that story, she says in the e, Aad it's a major reason
that “Surviving Hither™ is a Glm that must be seen, Jutta was on the run i hiding from the
Gestapo after hor mother, who was Jewish, was sent to a concestration camp and ber
father impeisoned for his role in the resistance.

That Helmuth manages to avoid the sure death of those tried for the assassization
attempt on the fihror, and the post-war reunion of Jutta, Helmuth and her parents is
nothing short of & mirache,

As Jutts horself sxys, “It is extracrdinary, isn't #7°
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The Mevcury News

An entire world of experiences

Melmut and Jutta Coeds. subjects of the
Jewsh

y... (San Fr
Fam Fost )

*Surviving Hitler: A Love Story*
Director: John-Keith Wasson

United States, 2010, 65 min., color and black &
white, English, German (English subtities)

Waest Coast Premiere

The Castro screening will feature full English
subtitles for the hearing impaired

Screenings: Castro Theatre, 1:15 p.m. Wednesday;
Roda Theatre at Berkeley Rep, 2:15 p.m. Aug. 4,

“Surviving Hitler" is a gripping tale that seems
tailored more for the pages of a Ken Follett thriller
than a documentary film: two teens meet at a dance
and fall in love in 1934, and later conspire 1o
assassinate Adolf Hitler. While the film itself is not
$0 cut and dried, the story could easily be turned
into a Hollywood film.

The documentary begins with Jutta, a shy 15-year-
old German girl, meeting Helmuth Cords, a boy she
thinks too handsome to actually be interested in
her. When he brushes off another girl who tries to
cut in while dancing with Jutta, and courts her for

the remainder of the evening, a love afair blossoms.
But the burgeoning Nazi Party conspires against
them. As Hitler gears up to invade Poland, Jutta
discovers her mother is Jewish, and that she will
naver be able 1o marry or §o to university. She
promptly joins the resistance. Her parents harbor a
fugitive at their home. Helmuth is sent to the
Russian front, where he serves in an artillery unit of
the Nazi army and writes letters to Jutta. When Jutta
and

Helmuth next meet, during the bitter winter of 1941,
he is disillusioned. He eventually takes part in
Operation Valkyrie, the failed 1944 plot to kill Hitler.
Helmuth, Jutta and Jutta’s parents all end up
imprisoned, and all miraculously survive and are
later reunited. After Germany falls to the Allies in
May 1945, Helmuth and Jutta are the first couple to
be wed in Berfin in post-Third Reich Germany.

It's perhaps better that producer/director John-Keith
Watson, who previously worked as cinematographer
on the 2007 Darfur genccide documentary, “The
Devil Came On Horseback." chose o make this tale
of love in the time of war as authentic as possible.
He does this through tightly cropped internviews
with Jutta — who in her late 80s still maintains a
powertul presence — and never-before-seen Bmm
home movies filmed by Helmuth. While Jutta didnt
actually take part in the assassination plot, and we
only have Helmuth's letters as evidence that he 100k
part, "Surviving Hitler" remains a testament to the
will to survive and the power of love.

E-mail Kevin Kelly at kkelly@dailynewsgroup.com.

Posted: 07/22/2010 10:48:34 PM POT
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Special to the Daily News
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The Verge

Pop Cuture

Love & War [Plus Naxis)
O Juty 26, 2010 & 1200 PM

- .
On Ay 20, 1944, Levtinant Colonel Claus wvon Stasfentery trought & Srafcass bomt indo 3 miltary conference
ard atternpled 1o biow up Adoll Mller. The plot faded, Mer surewved, and hundreds of conspeatons were executed in
setalaton. Tom Cruse immontalized von Staufienterg with his amazing feat of eyepaioch actng In Valigme, but he
B workd of the Genman restance, 25 well &5 1 mindr Do essential phayors who Contrbutnd 10 e Speraton,
Bk e ply Divins Gweriockad. Jobn Kedh Wissson's documantry Surmang Miller A Love Siory unearths sl bt
valuable prece of thes lost workd

The fim had &3 New York peormiace Sl month o B Moseun of Jewah Hestage s part of B Musaun's Fion O
serws. Whike Phe Simmahers seek wider datrbution, Surming Mller wil ConBeus 10 screen o Sim featvils ac08s
the country, Including the San Francisco Jewish Film Festval on July 28t and August 40

The siory cpies with Soam footage of 8 young sokler, and moves 10 & teerage ol taviring e Sl skirt of & revw
dress. The images have the eerlly enchanting pull of ol home movies, but with e added effect hat s s Berln,
1504, As Juma the siort-twiring leenager who now nasmaties e siory, explaing, she met Helmuth at a dancing schoo
Shortly aler ha'd Bought hemsell 3 movie Camera. A few poars later, Junta will leam Dt she is hall-Jewish, and
Helmuth will bi fighting for Hiler 00 e Russin ront. Thi two sade®edrts sty n 100ch Brough Helmuh's military
service and Juta's e under the Nurembung laws. As the war wears o0, Ats and her pavents iry 10 keep ther heads
down in Berin while jonng 3 dandestine cincle of resistance. Meimuth seturrs from the solaton of the Eastom Front
15 bearm Jor the frst Ime the Wl hoeor of Bhe Nan agenda. Me jons e resstance 309 takes 3 job n von
Stauferderg's office. In e alermath of he falled astassiration, Meimuth, Jutta, and Julta's parents all manage %
endure by 3 combinaton of luck, couage. and ngenuty

Jobn Kaith Yeasson, who served as the cnematographer on e 2007 Dardsr documentary, The Dew! Came on
Horseback, weaves Dhe Sle by slemating Juia's phuCiy on-camena inlerviews with Helmuth's Smm movies and
e historical 100000 Those Rome movies, which meaculously Sarvivid the wa in Helmuth's mother's apanment
0 1ei0n arcugh 10 walkch Survieing Hiler, providing & rane and niimats ghenpas of relatively ondinay e carying
on n Berin desple the encroaching homoe And even ¢ you've seen i bedore, e images of e Batte of Berln and
Stingrad reman astonahing

As Quente Tacarting demonsirated n inglounous Bsstends, the fantasy of blowing Hitler 1o piecas remans &
powerid and sublimely gratifying one. The subjects in Surviving Mtler may have fadled In that attempt. ut mansly
outiving the Fltwer in spite of everyihing has proven 10 Be 2 sweet form of sewvenge in tsall,

- Misero Coleman
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Highlights of S.F. Jewish Film Festival

Mairauth and Jaems Cortn in "Surviving Nitler: A Lowe Story. "
Surviving Hither: A Love Story
US, 84 minates

218 pam, July 368, Cantrog 2-18 pum. Aug, 4, Noda

The 1945 wedding of Jatta aad Hebnoth Cords was the San Francesco Chronicle
first %o take place 33 bornbed ot Berlin aficr the
Cenmnas surreader. Ssortly before the corernony, both

had been laguinhing iz a Geatapo prison - and ber (C) San Prancice Ciwonicle 2030
parcets Sad boes arrested, a0 well AR Sour survived, a

rmracie considering that Juta wan half Jewiah and

Helmoth, 2 Cerman officer, had beld o position in the

office of Cal. Claus von Stsufferberg, a principal i2 the Operation Vallgric conapiracy agaizat Hitler,
Se plet failed, and azyone connocied with von Stacffenberg was in extreme dasgee. Jutta and ber
farnily 2ad boes szvolved iz Bae reststance. She narrates the story in this affecting documemtary, witk
mazy drasatic highbghts. Wasted by the Gestapa, Jutta boldly walked into the group's headquarters
in search of information about ber pareats; and afer the Rnaian tock Berlin, she evaded rape, which
was eadentic, by feigaing iEnem. Though Helnuth died in 972, be is prosest in oral history
recordings asd geotations from b letiers. We also soe 2 kot of S footage be shot. Overall it's 2
restarkable look al ¥fe during the war froen the penspodtive of Germuaras who opposed to Hithee

Ny I8, 2000 | By Water AdSego
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Other press mentions:
“DocFilm’s Best of Full Frame Film Festival” April 12, 2010, Documentary Films Online

I'd probably put more weight on the actual awards we lUisted carller
today, but here's a list of DocFilm's fve personal favorite Flims of the

Fall Frame Fiim Festrval Twhew, thats 2 ot of T-worgl)

Wastelond - there was a lengthy sSanchng owation from the entire
crowd, For the record, that pretty much never happens

Restrepo - spoitical, but certanly powerful, Think of It a5 a resl
Iife. more emmotiornal Murt Locker

Woking Sleeping Beauty - | lovwe Dimney movies. Deal with 1t

The Poot - the wner film necd 0 me waas dizxy with gickhiness at the

o, Its St chock-Pull of cool visals andd soureh

Serviving Nitler: A Love Story- Mollywood 15 on notice: this NEEDS to

be recogntoed (it a0 the perfect date movie., .. and I'm not joking)

“The 30" San Francisco Jewish Film Festival — the Castro Week Highlights” July 30,2010 Life with
Moveis and Maxxx blog

LIFE WITH MOVIES AND MAXXXXX

The 30th San Francisco Jewish Film Festival - the Castro Week Highlights ’

(@ie, Johr-Keith Wasson, 2010, USA, 65 mins,)
ﬁ : v ! ells a sxrmlar story, however its subject, Jutta Cords is an exceptionatly verbose

interview subject. Her story of the romance with a German soldier, which ends
wp involved in the Valkyrie® project to assassinate Mitier, is what Hollywood
dramas are made of. It 15 a riveting story told by a riveting speaker.

Soth directors were present, as well a3 Ingelore Herz Honigstein, who proved to
be quite the Wwitness' during her public appearance.

{Neat screeninge: Wed, Aupust 4 2090, 2:¥5%m The Rade Theatre, st Berkeley Reperiory Thoatre - Five
Abrvmarm )

"The structure of the story," he said of "Surviving Hitler," "is more wonderful than any film Hollywood
could have written." The Herald-Sun “Full Frame ceremony awards filmmakers” April12, 2010
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RADIO: Featured in “the Story with Dick Gordon” on American Public Media (25 minute interview)
http://thestory.org/archive/the_story_1037_Lap_Baker.mp3/view



